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48 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF ARCHEOLOGY. 

to the architect at lines 32, 54, 11 1, but not at 88, where the record of a 
payment, Mr. Eolfe thinks, may have been omitted. Another payment 
in line 10 would necessitate a minor division of No. I at that point. 



EARLY BRONZES DISCOVERED IN THE CAVE OF ZEUS ON 
MOUNT IDA IN KRETE. 

The following notes were made too late for insertion in my article 
in the last number of the Journal (rv, pp. 431-49). 

In a late number of the Journal Asiatique (Nov.-Dec. 1888, p. 517), 
M. Halevy calls attention to a passage in a Babylonian hymn to the 
sun, in which he finds the Babylonian original of the Hebrew word 
for ark, i"J]3£l . It is also interesting as giving a description of the 
Babylonian Sacred tree, from which the Assyrian tree was doubtless 
derived : it shows that, while with the latter it was especially connected 
with Assur, with the Babylonians it was connected with Samas, the 
sun-god. The lines are translated as follows : 

" I invoke thee, o sun-god in the midst of the clear heavens, 
Thou restest in the shade of the cedar ; 
Thy feet (= thy rays) rest on the cypress chest (= ark)." 

It would be interesting to collect the passages in Babylonian litera- 
ture that refer to the Sacred tree. 

The peculiarity, noted on p. 444, in the Shield of the Goats, of revers- 
ing the animals in each zone so that half have their backs and half the 
feet turned toward the centre of the shield, had already been noted by 
Perrot, in the votive shield from Lake Van which he reproduces in 
fig. 225 of vol. II. He speaks of it as " a curious arrangement of which 
we can point to no other example." Perhaps Perrot's theory of the 
Assyrian origin of this class of objects is the one which has the great- 
est probability. 

Another example where Izdubar holds the lion over his head is on 
a cylinder published in Lajard, Quite de Mithra, pi. xxv, No. 3. 

A. L. Feothingham, Jr. 



